
How to use the NRM 
Library Catalogue 

 
First thing to note when you open the catalogue is that it says University of York at the 
top of the screen.  The National Railway Museum shares its library catalogue with York 
University Library, but you will be able to search just the books and magazines held at 
the NRM if you use the link from our website or if you type this URL 
www.nrm.org.uk/librarycatalogue into your browser. 
 
Catalogue opening screen 
 

 
 
Simple search  
If you want to do a simple search to see what we have got on a particular subject, type 
your search term into the text box and click “go”. You can define the search further by 
clicking on where you want to search e.g “Title…contains words” (see above example). 
 
If your search is successful you will be taken to a page which lists all the books that 
meet your search criteria.  
 



 
 
Click on the title(s) that interest you and the full catalogue record opens. To find the 
book on the shelves in Search Engine, click the holdings link (as circled below). This will 
give you the book’s shelf-mark.  
 

 
 
This particular book is located on the open shelves in Search Engine in the E8E 
“Histories of specific locomotive classes” section. The number “457” means this book is 
the 457th book in this section; the books are arranged in numerical order.  
 



 
 
Sometimes this page will have an additional message, as below, saying that the book is in 
store. In this situation, you need to place your request with a member of Search Engine 
staff and they will retrieve the book for you. 

 
 
Magazine/journal search 
If you wish to search our magazines/journals, select either of the menu options below, 
enter your search terms into the text box and click “go”. The location is found by 
clicking the “holdings” link as you would do for a book. 



 
 
Subject searches 
You can search via subject headings by selecting the relevant term from the menu in the 
same way as the above examples. However, once you have a catalogue record open, 
you can also jump to other similar records by clicking on any of the underlined headings 
in a record.  
 
For example, the below book is primarily on the locomotive Mallard. However, we also 
know there is information on Sir Nigel Gresley, the engineer who designed the Mallard 
as there is a subject heading for him. Clicking on this subject heading will take you to 
other titles which feature Gresley. 
 

 
 
For further assistance and information on how to do advanced searches, please click on 
“Help” in the top-right corner of the catalogue screen.  


